of the staff are Heroes of Socialist Labour), the birthplace
of dispatcher control of agricultural labour., with radio
communication between the dispatcher and all twenty-five
tractor brigades?
Or perhaps it was about the Stalin Kolkhoz in the Kuban,
where a thousand grains gathered in a zone a hundred metres
from the shelter belt proved to be eight and a half grams
heavier than any thousand grains gathered in the open field,
and where 27 centners per hectare were harvested from these
protected fields in a drought year?
Or the Comintern and Pyatiletka kolkhozes in the Mikhai-
lovsky   District.,   Zaporozhye   Region,    and   the   Voroshilov
Kolkhoz in the Byelozersky District, Kherzon Region, where
the    "Dokuchayev-Williams   complex"    and   the   Michurin
science of controlling living forms have merged in a single
scientific   systern,   which   is   transforming   the   land   and   is
increasing   man's power over it?  Perhaps the voice reached
me from the Salsk Steppes? From the famous Salsk Steppes
with their reddish, parched, undulating dreary spaces, such
as they were only yesterday? There, too, the rustle of tall
trees  is  already heard,   and under  the  protection of these
2,600 hectares of kolkhoz "shelter belts,  in the severe year
of 1946, grain crops yielded 13, 14, xy and even 18 centners
per hectare,  and the kolkhozniks gather the heavy, choice
grains that ripen on the very edge of these "woods" for seed. . . .
Or did these tidings come from what only recently  had
been the desert near Astrakhan,  where  there had been no
other shadow except that cast by the traveller, but where
now trees are rustling, silvery water is flowing,  and white
villages stand among green-garlanded fields stretching  into
the distance? . . .   But  is  it possible to  enumerate  all  the
parts, islands, and even extensive areas, of the land of the
future? They are multiplying, spreading and merging under
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